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the consequence of which will be to compel the enemy
to fall far back. ..."

We have travelled a long way from Marshal de
Saxe, from that good general who thought he could
wage war his whole lite without giving battle. We
are very near Napoleon, who said . " There is nothing
I desire so much as a great battle " ; who, according to
Clausewitz, always looked out for a chance of fighting

Carnot wrote again to Jourdan on Messidor 5th,
An IV (1796).

"... What you have to do, is to diaw the enemy
into a great and decisive 'battle in his own country, on the
right bank of the Rhine, and the most suitable spot
is precisely for you the place in which just now he
finds himself, that is, between Dusseldorf and the
Sieg or the Lahn, where he cannot escape being exter-
minated if he is attacked well in time and pressed from
behind by General Moreau." (This is the true war of
manoeuvre, of movements aiming at battle)

"... Beware, my dear General, from assuming a
defensive attitude, the courage of your troops would
be weakened and the boldness of the enemy would
become extreme. ..." (Things nobody would have
taken into account before that time in a plan of
operations, albeit they were m existence.)

" You must, I repeat it, give battle on a great scale;
you must give it on the right bank of the Rhine, as
near Dusseldorf as possible, at the moment the enemy
turns round in order to face Moieau, finally, you must
fight with all your forces, with all your well-known
vigour, and unceasingly follow up the enemy until
he shall be entirely scattered. ..." (That last part
of the programme was to be carried out by Napoleon
after Jena, by Blucher after Waterloo)

" The enemy will not fail to send a body of troops
round your left in order both to outflank you and to
bring you to a standstill. You must keep a division
for the special purpose of facing such a detached body,
a division which, either by its force, or by its unassailable
positions, shall shatter the attack or at least contain it . . "

In what we have just read, there is the idea of pro-
voking a battle, and also the idea of how to provoke
that battle, to engage it with all possible forces by
employing the mass.